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Preservation of the environment be-
comes one of the most important tasks for 
today’s humankind. Substantial attention is 
now being devoted to not only the natural 
environment but also the cultural heritage 
of human civilization. There are many 
non-indifferent people who realize that the 
society equally needs natural riches and 
cultural treasure [2]. Activity aimed to 
preserve valuables given to people by na-
ture and created by work of past genera-
tions becomes more and more visible.

Vernadsky National Library of 
Ukraine takes substantial efforts in the 
areas of environment and culture. The li-
brary’s staff is joined in these efforts by 
readers, including renowned scientists, 
local lore scholars and representatives of 
civil society organizations. One of the ex-
amples in this regard is the event held on 
23  May 2019  at the Cartography Hall of 
Vernadsky National Library of Ukraine 
(VNLU), which was devoted to Kiev’s 
cultural and natural landmarks (Fig. 2). 
The staff of the library’s cartographic pub-
lications sector did a great job to organize 
this event. Some of the library’s readers 

and other people not indifferent to Kiev’s 
development problems and preservation 
of the city’s cultural and natural land-
marks also made their contribution in 
various forms.

Specifically for this event, VNLU Car-
tography Hall was adorned with various 
artworks, mostly works of decorative ap-
plied arts. The physical shape of these 
items symbolized materiality and beauty 
of the surrounding world existing in the 
age of limitless virtual information. At-
tention of visitors was drawn to two mu-
rals by Nina Rudetska, a master of Pet-
rykivka painting style: “Beautiful World – 
Ocean of Love” (Fig.1) and “Colorful 
Ukraine”. Other works included Petrykiv-
ka paintings by other artists, artistic ap-
plications, porcelain, embroidery, docu-
mentary and fine art photography related 
to the past and present of Kiev.

The event, hosted by cartographic 
publications sector head Valentyna Vikto-
rivna Melnychuk, began with the speech 
by VNLU Deputy General Director Tetia-
na Mykolaivna Koval, who stressed upon 
the importance of the library staff ’s ef-
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forts aimed at studying, creating and pre-
serving cultural and natural potential of 
the city on the Dnieper. Popularization of 
the library’s unique stock, including that 
of the cartographic publications sector, 
plays an important role in this regard. 
Cartographic and literary materials of the 
cartographic publications sector were 
presented by junior research fellow Mari-
ana Serhiivna Romanchuk. Developing a 
perception about the library’s stock and 
raising a new generation of Kievites ca-
pable of working actively and diversely to 
preserve Kiev are of great significance in 
this respect.

Among the invited guests were repre-
sentatives of the Kiev League of Tour 
Guides, including Tetiana Volodymyrivna 
Nechai and Serhii Petrovych Kardash. 
The audience learned many new, interest-
ing things from the tour guides and local 
lore scholars about Kiev’s historical and 
natural landmarks, in particular, the Cas-
tle Hill (tour guide S.P. Kardash), the Ly-
bid and Syrets Rivers, the Shchekavytsia 
and Olegivska Hills. These natural land-

marks characterize Kiev as a city on hills, 
being featured in many events that took 
place in the city’s history. The discussions 
raised the issue of comprehensive preser-
vation of Kiev’s valuable landmarks, both 
natural and cultural. Examples were cited 
concerning active stance of the Kievites 
and their efforts aimed to protect their 
beloved city. These efforts included popu-
larization, in various forms, of the beauty 
and necessity of natural and cultural trea-
sures, and also, active protests.

To participate in these activities, peo-
ple gain the necessary experience, which 
is typical for civil society, i.e. a society in 
which more and more people are trying to 
be active in many aspects of the country’s 
life, possessing the necessary knowledge 
and skills for that and supporting each 
other; a society that develops qualities of 
people capable of organizing constructive 
activity of many non-indifferent citizens 
aimed at protecting, preserving and de-
veloping their city and their Fatherland. 
Poetess Svitlana Anatoliivna Horbach was 
very emotional when expressing her love 

Fig. 1. Fig. 2.
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to Kiev. Her poem about a trip to the 
Castle Hill will surely stay in memory.

The culture and nature of cities and 
other geographic localities are valuable 
not only for those who live and work 
there. Many people in the world are con-
cerned about what will happen to the 
heritage of human civilization. Therefore, 
it is important to develop contacts be-
tween citizens of various cities and coun-
tries aimed at protecting and preserving 
our planet. And this problem becomes 
even more perceivable thanks to the latest 
means of information and communica-
tion [1; 3]. These means help people in all 
corners of the world stay close to each 
other and support each other in good 
deeds.

In today’s information conditions, the 
activity of this kind is relatively new. It 
requires accumulation, in various forms, 
of the relevant knowledge and experience 
in taking advantage of new great opportu-
nities offered to us by information tech-
nologies. One of the forms of this activity 
is organization by a library of scientific 
and educational events with participation 
of non-indifferent people, establishment 
of new contacts, search and education.

Perhaps someone may get an impres-
sion that modest cultural events cannot 
withstand global processes which threat-
en the existence of natural and cultural 
environment, especially if these processes 
involve high politics and the economy. 
Still, variegated activity of people, the 
ones who are searching and learning to 
think, helps take steps forward and 
achieve substantial results in the cause of 
protecting nature and cultural heritage of 
the Earth. Further research may include a 
broader study of the library’s experience 
in the context of preserving natural riches 
and cultural heritage, search and develop-
ment of various forms of this activity.
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